
Buckeye Union Mandarin Immersion 
Charter School (BUMI)



What is an immersion program?1



“ As a form of dual language education, 
school-based immersion programs are 
intensive, subject-matter-driven language 
programs that aim for academic 
achievement, bilingual/biliterate 
development and increased cultural 
proficiency.
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Foregin language program VS
Immersion Program
In a foreign language program…
⊹ It primarily focuses on listening and speaking.
⊹ Usually, it is a period of class per day.
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We are NOT a foreign language program.



Foregin language program VS
Immersion Program
We are a Mandarin Immersion Program…
⊹ Teaches Mandarin Literacy (listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing).
⊹ Uses Mandarin as a medium of instruction to teach 

content-area subjects:
× Math
× Science
× Social Studies
× Fine Arts

5



Mission
Educate students from all backgrounds to become bilingual and biliterate in 
both English and Mandarin to complement the high quality of academics.
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Kindergarten 
80%- Mandarin Instructional Time

● Mandarin Language Arts

● Math

● Science

● Social Studies (embedded in 

MLA)

20%- English Instructional Time

(Approx. 1 hr/ day)

● English Language Arts

● Math/Science Vocabulary 

(content transfer)

5th Grade
50%- Mandarin Instructional Time

● Mandarin Language Arts

● Math

● Science

50%- English Instructional Time

● English Language Arts

● Math/Science Vocabulary 

(content transfer)

● Social Studies

Language 
allocation



Roadmap
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1 3

2

Elementary School: K-5th 
Mandarin Immersion 

Program

High School: 
A-G Curriculum Requirements/ 

AP Courses

Middle School: 6-8th Rolling Hills Middle School
(Mandarin Language Arts + 1 subject taught in 

Mandarin)



Mandarin/ English Literacy
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Content-area Subjects
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Activities
BUMI:

⊹ Mooncake Festival
⊹ Lunar New Year
⊹ etc.

BUMI and OME:

⊹ Thanksgiving 
⊹ Holiday Sing-along show
⊹ Hanukkah
⊹ New Year
⊹ etc.
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Shared Resources
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Why Mandarin?2



918,000,000
Global Mandarin Speakers

1
Most-spoken Language

199,000,000
Non-native Speakers
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Language Difficulty Ranking By FSI
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Category I
(23-24 weeks)

Category V
(88 weeks)

Category III
(36 weeks)

Category IV
(44 weeks)

Category II
(30 weeks)

Mandarin, etc.

Vietnamese, etc.

Malaysian, etc.

German

Spanish, etc.



Learning Characters
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50,000
Total characters

2,000
To read newspaper

8,000
Well-educated Learner



Benefits
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BILINGUALISM

Bilingual Enrichment

Students attain a 
new language

ACADEMICS

High Academic 
Achievement

Job opportunities in 
many careers

OPPORTUNITIES

Critical and creative 
thinking promoted

GROWTHS



ACTFL (American Council of Teaching Foregin Languages) Standards 18

Level
Level Interpersonal

(Speaking) 

Interpretive

(Listening)

Interpretive

(Reading)

Presentational

(Writing)

K NM NH NL NL

1 NH IL NM NM

2 NH IM NM NM

3 IL IM NH NH

4/5 IL IH IL IL
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5th Grade

ACTFL Standards



Academic Performance (Fastbridge- Math)

2019-2020 2020-2021

Above Proficient

( 85%ile and Above)
81.25% 94.59%

Proficient

(30%ile to 84.99%ile)
18.75% 5.41%

Below Proficient

(20%ile to 29.99%ile)
0% 0%

Far Below Proficient

(< 20%ile)
0% 0%



Academic Performance (Fastbridge- ELA)

2019-2020 2020-2021

Above Proficient

( 85%ile and Above)
50.00% 78.38%

Proficient

(30%ile to 84.99%ile)
31.25% 18.92%

Below Proficient

(20%ile to 29.99%ile)
18.75% 2.70%

Far Below Proficient

(< 20%ile)
0% 0%



How can my child 
succeed in BUMI?3



School + Student + Family = Success
Attendance
This is an academically rigorous 
program. Attendance is 
extremely important in this 
program. 
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Assignments
We are assigning reasonable 
and meaningful homework. All 
assignments need to be 
completed on time.

Practices
Learning Mandarin will involve the 
memorization and repetition process. 
Students have to practice Mandarin at 
home. Ex: nightly reading and practicing, etc.

Support
The partnership between 
school and family is 
unparalleled. Students in K-2 
will need your supervision.



Is this program a good fit for your child?
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1 2 3



Guest Speakers: Student Parents
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What questions do you have?

⊹ Call: 916-933-9746
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